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 May 2025
2025 Annual General Meeting of the Maritzburg College Old Boys’ Association: Patron’s Report
Mr President, Honorary Life Members, Past Presidents, members of the Executive Committee, and Old Collegians.
I am pleased to present my final report as patron from the school’s perspective.
ACADEMICS
We are very proud of the National Senior Certificate results from the Class of 2024, who achieved well in so many areas. College continues to be among the top performing boys’ schools in the country, consistently outperforming many of our competitors. 

We received our NSC results for 2024 and the highlights were the following: 99% pass rate; 86% Bachelor Pass rate – an improvement of 5%  ; 270 subject distinctions;  1 boys 8As, 2 x 7As;   5 x 6As

A summary of the NSC results of the Class of 2023 is as follows:
•	99% pass rate.
•	96.7% gained entry into a tertiary institution.

•	86% Bachelor Pass rate – an improvement of 5% .
•	one boy received 8 distinctions, two boys received  7 distinctions and five boys 6 distinctions .

A special word of mention must go to ,Jonathan Werth, our 2024 Dux, excelling with seven distinctions in the NSC exams and 88% in the IEB AP Mathematics exam. Furthermore, Jonathan was placed 1st in Quintile 5 schools, and 6th overall in the district with Jandre Van Huysteen 4th in Quintile 5 schools, and 19th in the district.  

STAFFING

Securing quality staff to College and Maritzburg remains a significantly difficult task due to the continuous decay of the inner city and its incompetent and ineffectual administration. Recruitment and, more importantly, retention of staff is crucial in order to ensure we remain competitive at the top level not only nationally but internationally. After long and arduous deliberations with the KZNDOE, our PPN [the number of teachers allocated to our school by the department who they will pay for] was increased to 48 saving approximately R3 million on our salary budget.  However, there is currently a pending court case wrt the DOE not including our 59 LSEN Learners in their calculations which has resulted in an impact on our budget and salary bill. This matter will only be resolved in September which has placed our salary budget under considerable undue additional pressure. 

College has been very fortunate to secure the services of two highly experienced former colleagues who are experts in their areas and have made significant positive inroads in their respective areas viz Messrs Mike Bechet [cricket and hockey ] and Steve La Marque [aquatics and rugby ].  


HEADMASTER AND PATRON ELECT

We are proud and delighted to announce the appointment of Mr Alan Redfern as the 16th Headmaster of Maritzburg College, effective 1 July 2025.

Alan is currently serving as the Headmaster of Stanford Lake College in Limpopo Province. He brings a wealth of knowledge and 27 years’ experience as an educator across a wide range of schools including St Andrew’s College, Grahamstown and St David’s Marist, Inanda. He is no stranger to Maritzburg College having served as a biology and physical education teacher at College in the late 90s.

We wish Alan every success as he assumes the mantle in July 2025. 

MR MATTHEW MARCELLUS  MARWICK 

We take the opportunity to congratulate OC [1988] Mr Matthew Marwick in his appointment and promotion as Principal of our sister school  - Pietermaritzburg Girls’ High School as from 1 June 2025, after almost 21 years of sterling service to his alma mater .Matthew is looking forward to his exciting new chapter. Whilst we are sad to be losing him, we could not be happier for him and we will continue to cheer him on as he steps into his new role.


 
SGB 2025 Office Bearers

Congratulations to the following parents, staff and learners on their election to the SGB for 2025 . We thank them for putting themselves forward and wish them well during their term of office.

 2025 Governing Body
Chairman:		Steve Colenbrander
Vice Chairman:	Ian Murgatroyd
Treasurer:		Rodney Klute
Secretary:		Shannon Elliott

Headmaster: 		Dr Christopher Luman until end of February
Acting Headmaster:	Mr Matthew Marwick [March until end of May ]  

Chairman of the Subcommittees:
Boarding			Craig Cook 
Facilities Development	Ivan Scholt
Finance			Ian Murgatroyd
Club 1863			Andre du Toit
Legal				Ruan Van Rooyen
College Board			Craig Mc Kenzie
		

Additional Elected Members Parents:
Dr Amon Kasambala and Warren Smith


Educators:
Brent Dodd, Jabulani Mhlongo and Jenna Stoute

Learners
 Andile Lembethe
Justin Steyn
Cebelihle Zondi 


COLLEGE CAMPUS AND FACILITIES 

Through the College Board and the school’s Facilities Development Committee, we continue to improve our campus and facilities by virtue of our master plan, driven by Craig MacKenzie, Ken Hackland, Ivan  Scholtz , the Estates team under Shannon Elliot and of course College Business under Kevin Smith . There are a number of exciting projects on the go and a number which have been completed. With the considerable financial support of MCOBA Trust, the Foundation, College Business and the MCOBA, as well as a number of very generous benefactors, these projects have all become a reality. These are all projects that Old Collegians may wish to be part of – and I gently remind OCs that we do not receive a single cent from the KZNDOE towards the maintenance of and cost of running the school – as well as making any contribution at all towards building/construction. The funding for these initiatives has to come from parents, our budgeted CAPEX expenditure, and the generous support of our OCs. 

SPORT AND CULTURE 

College continues to perform at the top level in all that we do, and we are very proud of our boys and Old Collegians on their achievements. I wish to highlight a few:

· Maritzburg College continues to have the highest number of boys participating in co-curricular activities of any school in the country.
· There has been a significant resurgence in athletics in KZN, with College with the athletics team recently representing KZN at  national event fully sponsored by Super Sport Schools .
· We have had incredible support from Kelvin Watt and the team at Super Sport  Schools with all our codes and we thank him and the team most sincerely   
· Our College sports teams across the board continue to excel and we can be proud of their achievements as they continue to compete against the best in KZN and the country. 
· The well-known musical “Oliver’ was recently staged and was a huge success with appreciative audiences enjoying the slick production.
· Our choir was awarded ‘gold ‘ in the recent ATKV Applous competition .

OC FUNCTIONS

In June, I will be travelling to an IBSC conference in Boston, USA, where I will be presenting a workshop and attending an OC function hosted by OC John Larkin, and on my return a function in London hosted by OC Brendan Kirkland to share the good news.  

Finally, Maritzburg College remains in a healthy state: the school roll is (1 257 boys,  including a BE at 488 boarders); we have top quality teachers, coaches, administrators and support staff; our facilities are world-class; we have superb teaching resources; and we continue to perform at the top level in all that we do.
As I prepare to handover the mantle as Patron of MCOBA , I wish to acknowledge all the chairmen who I have had the privilege of working with viz Messrs Trodd, Lesur , Little, Clayton and more recently Hoatson. Their incredible passion, dedication and commitment long with their executive committees, the MOCOBA Trust and its Trustees and the Honorary Life Members,  is what makes College such an incredible place .   Your contributions, gentlemen, are sincerely appreciated.
We look forward to hosting many of you at Reunion, as we continue to celebrate our 162st birthday. Our guest of honour for the special assembly on Reunion Friday is Steve Evans [OC1993], former hockey Olympian [Athens 2004], President of South African Olympians Association , author, accomplished speaker and leadership coach.  Our Headmaster and Patron elect will also be in attendance. 
Pro Aris et Focis
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Dr CJ Luman
Former Headmaster & Patron 
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